
Red-tailed Hawk Park All Inclusive Playground 

 

FAQ’s 

 What is an “Inclusive Playground?”  

 An Inclusive Playground can meet the needs of all people regardless of physical, social or cognitive ability. We 

envision a place with many sensory elements including touch and sound to appeal to all senses.  This 

playground will be designed to be physically, socially and emotionally inviting and is worth noting that people 

in focus groups have stated that they would travel for miles to visit an inclusive park.   

 Why do we need something like this? 

- Studies show that 1 in 5 people in the US have a disability, and 13 percent of kids enrolled in public schools (a 

population of about 7 million kids) receive extra services for their special needs.  In this area alone (APS and 

Cherry Creek School Districts) there are more than 4,200 children in special education programs. It also makes 

Aurora, Centennial, Parker, all the Eastern Metro communities a better place to live and raise a family.  

- Not only does it make play possible for the whole community—children with disabilities, adults with 

disabilities or diseases like multiple sclerosis, older adults with physical challenges, veterans who come home 

with an injury—It shows that everyone has value and teaches children that everyone can play together.  

 What are the benefits of an inclusive playground?  

-Put simply, they build better communities.  Accessible, inclusive playgrounds give people of all abilities the 

chance to play together on the same playground creating a more inclusive society.   Parents and care-givers 

can feel confident that their family member is safe and is able to play with others.  And studies show that 

more businesses are attracted to areas that show this kind of community commitment. 

 What is the end goal?  

To give kids, families and people with all abilities the opportunity to play side by side in one space together.  

 Who came up with the idea?  

-In October last year, the Make-a-Wish Foundation reached out to Aurora’s Parks, Recreation and Open Space 

(PROS) about a wish they’d received.  A 6-year-old disable and wheelchair-bound boy who lives near Red-tailed 

Hawk Park (in southeast Aurora) wished for a playground where he could play with his family and friends.  This 

would be no ordinary playground because this boy and three of his sisters have disabilities which meant that 



their playground needed to be something special.  At about the same time Aurora Rotarians began to talk 

about how our club could help the Aurora Community per the “visioning” effort the Club did a year ago.  It was 

clear that an inclusive park for students with disabilities would be something the Aurora Community could use 

for its children, a park where all children could play together, an inclusive park.  There are very few places for a 

disabled child to play and be with friends in a safe environment.  We approached the City of Aurora’s Parks, 

Recreation and Open Space (PROS) Department to see if they might have space in one of Aurora ‘s parks in 

which an inclusive play area could be placed.  We met with several PROS leaders and learned of the family that 

had also approached the city. Wondering if an inclusive playground could be built in Aurora for children like 

their son.  They had also contacted the Make-a-Wish Foundation hoping they could help.   PROS told us that 

they had been looking for a way to make such a park possible and felt that with a strong commitment from 

the Club they could apply for additional grants that would make an inclusive park possible.  With a pledge 

from the Aurora Rotary Foundation of $100,000, the quiet support of the Make-a-Wish Foundation the city 

was now able to apply for an Arapahoe County Open Space grant that would make the park 

possible.  They were informed in August that with the Rotary pledge and the City commitment, they would 

receive a substantial grant that would ensure the project could move ahead.     

Without the commitment by Aurora Rotary, the Park could not have happened.  While the city by itself 

couldn’t afford to create such a playground, with the partnership of the Aurora Rotary they were able to begin 

moving ahead. 

 

 Who are some of the contributors so far? 

-To date, we have received a grant from Arapahoe County Open Spaces, the Make-a-Wish Foundation, Aurora 

Arts in Public Places Commission, Newman’s Own Foundation, Colorado Health Foundation, Developmental 

Pathways, as well as a major contribution from Suss Buick-GMC.   The Rotary Club of Aurora continues to 

reach out to area businesses and organizations seeking donations.  We are confident we will be able to not 

only reach, but also exceed our goal, thus ensuring a truly great all-inclusive park. 

 Aren’t all playgrounds ADA compliant? 

- All built recently are supposed to be ADA compliant but that doesn’t mean they are necessarily inclusive.   As one parent stated, 

“Just because you can access something, doesn’t mean you can enjoy it.” What we have in mind takes us beyond compliant to 

inclusive –truly fun for ALL people. 

 


